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Vietnamese A: Literature

Overall grade boundaries

Higher level
Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Mark range: 0-20 21-37 38-49 50-61 62-73 74-83  84-100

Standard level
Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Mark range: 0-19 20-36 37-47 48-59 60-70 71-81 82-100

Higher level internal assessment

Component grade boundaries

Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Mark range: 0-5 6- 10 11-13  14-17 18-21 22-25  26-30

Nhan xét chung vé cac bai da nép:
N6i chung, cac doan thu &m c6 chét lwgng tét, rd rang, va phan néi cda thi sinh dwoc dién ra
trong th&i gian qui dinh (gi&i han 8 phat). C6 mét vai doan thu d&m hoi khé nghe vi thi sinh néi

nhd qué ho&c vi van dé vé ky thuat,

Vai diéu ching ta can Idu y dé rat kinh nghiém cho nhirng 1an téi:
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-C6 nhiéu thi sinh n6i chuyén trén 8 phut va da chiém hét thdi gian cho viéc trao déi va phan
bién v&i gido vién. Phan thao luan do bi gi¢i han vé thoi gian va thiéu bd cuc nén lam cho chét
lwong bi sut gidm rat nhiéu.

-Phan hai cta bai thi néi: That kho cho thi sinh khi phai binh luan mét bai tho trong vong 10
phut rdi ngay sau dé phai tham gia phan thao luan vé mot dé tai khac véi thdi gian rat gidi han.

-Tiéu chuan cham thi khéng dwoc ddng nhat va c6 sw khac biét rat cha quan.

-Nhan xét chung vé trich doan Iwa chon: N6i chung cac gido vién da chon nhirng bai tho cé gia
tri vén hoc va nghé thuat lai viva tdm véi thi sinh va tha vi. Cac cau hdi goi y rat thich hop cho
viéc phan tich tho' va phu hop véi tiéu d&. DAu vay, c6 nhiéu thi sinh khéng dé y dén cau hai
goi y ma chi cham chu vao viéc dién y hodc tém tat bai tho.

Nhan xét cu thé vé tirng tiéu chi chAm diém
Tiéu chi A: Hiéu va cam thu

-Nhin chung, da sé thi sinh ndm virng yéu cau cta phan thi néi nay va c6 sy chuan bj tét. Hau
hét cac em déu ndm virng cach phan tich tho.

-Céac em thé hién k§ nang doc hiéu tét va thanh cong trong viéc binh luan, phan tich bai tho véi
nhirng |ap luan chic ché va biét néu dan chivng cu thé, phu hop.

-Da phan céc bai néi chuyén ctia cac em déu c6 bd cuc tét, ré rang va mang tinh lién két cao.

Ng6n ngir trong cac bai thi thé hién tinh Iuu loat, chinh x4c. Cau van dang cAu tric ngir phap
va di&n dat chac ché y tudng. Nhidu thi sinh da dat diém cao & tiéu chi nay.

-Gido vién da thwe hién rat tdt viéc chon nhirng bai tho, truyén cam, tha vi, giau y tho va thich
hop véi trinh d6 cdia thi sinh cho nén da sb thi sinh vién khéng gap nhiéu khé khan déi véi viéc
doc va hiéu cac bai tho. Tuy nhién ciing ¢ nhiéu thi sinh khéng dé y dén nhirng cau hdi goi
y. Diéu nay khién cho nhiéu thi sinh thay vi tap trung vao viéc tra |&i cau héi va phan tich tho
lai dung hau hét thoi gian gi¢i han cla minh (dwéi 10 phat) chi dé dién dich tirng cau ting
doan hoac chi n6i vé ndi dung cla bai tho.

-bay la bwéc can I6n nhat cho thi sinh mat khi cac em khéng st dung thdi gian hop ly dé trinh
bay quan diém ctia minh ciing nhw phan tich van phong va ly gidi cach str dung cac bién phap
nghé thuat cling nhw phan tich va danh gia sw hiéu qua cta ching. Vi mét sé thi sinh tap trung
qué lau phan dién nghia hodc gi¢i thiéu nén rat khé cho ngwdi chadm thi dé danh gia tiéu chi
nay. Dé dwa ra y twéng va cdm xuc trong bai tho, thi sinh can phai phan tich va danh gia bai
tho.

Tiéu chi B: Binh vé& nghé thuat

-bay |a tré ngai cta nhiéu thi sinh va mét ly do ma cac em khéng dwoc diém cao. Nhiéu em
da phan tich ndi dung, hinh thirc, van phong, va cac bién phap nghé thuat nhwng lai phan tich
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mot cach rdi rac va thiéu thuyét phuc lam cho ngudi nghe khong thé thay hodc cdm nhan dwoc
céi hay cla bai tho cling nhw su lién hé gilra cac bién phap nghé thuat va y nghia cla bai tho.
Mudn dat dwoc diéu nay, thi sinh can cho ngwdi nghe hiéu cach thirc nha tho siv dung ngdn
nglr, cAu tric, bién phap nghé thuat va van phong. Thi sinh can tap trung phan nay va danh
nhiéu thoi gian cho phan nay dé chi ra gia tri nghé thuat ctia bai tho mét cach thuyét phuc.

-Nhirng bai binh tét la nhirng bai khai thac sau vé mét bd cuc, thé tha, ngdn ngir va cac bién
phap nghé thuat. Tuy nhién, mét sb thi sinh yéu hon thi chi divng lai & viéc liét ké va goi tén
duogc cac bién phap nghé thuat ma chua phan tich dugc tac dung cta chidng |Ién toan bai hoac
y tha.

Tiéu chi C: B6 cuc bai noi

-Nhw d3 dworc chi ra trong phan danh gia ctia ngwdi chdm thi trong nhirng ndm truéc, dueng
nhu nhiéu thi sinh van gap kho khan véi tiéu chi nay. Phan 16n thi sinh chon phudng phap
truyén théng: phan tich trng dong ho&c tirng doan. Thi sinh nén chia thdi gian ra nhiéu phan
dé co dd thoi gian thdo luan mot sé van dé quan trong trong tién trinh phan tich tho. Cé mét sé
thi sinh trinh bay thiéu sw chuén bj va thiéu s lién tuc.

-M6t vai thi sinh gap kho khan trong viéc tim tir thich hgp hoac dirng lai qua lau.

-Khéng nhirng thi sinh can phai trinh bay mét cach tréi chdy, hap dan va c6 bd cuc, cac em
phai lam cho nguoi nghe thdy dwoc & cac em that sy cdm nhan dwoc céi hay va gia tri cta
bai tho. Nhiéu thi sinh khéng thé hién dwoc diéu nay trong bai néi chuyén ctia cac em qua cam
xdc va giong noi.

Tiéu chi D: Hiéu biét vé tac pham thao luan

-M6t s thi sinh da trinh bay rat tdt phan phan tich ctia minh vi cac em khéng chi doc va hiéu
bai tho ma con phan tich van phong va thi phap ma nha tho da s dung. Cac em da phan tich
mét cach sau sac, mach lac vé giong noéi, tiéng ndi, tr va nhac, nhan vat, bbi canh, cha d@é, y,

van van va van van.

-Rét it thi sinh dé cap dén sy twong quan gira twa dé cua bai tho va bai tho, hiéu qua clta van
diéu, am nhac dwgc str dung trong bai tho.

-Chi c6 mét vai em nhan dién dwoc dé tai hay cha dé cta bai tho qua ngdn ngl va y tuéng
dwoc dién dat.

-Ré4t it thi sinh n6i vé cdm xtc ma bai tho.
Tiéu chi E: Tra I&i cau hdi trong phan thao luan

-N6i chung, thi sinh c6 sw chuan bi kj cang cho bai thi néi. Phan I&n thi sinh d3 tra 1&i cau hdi
va dap rng dwoc yéu cau.

-Phan tra |&i cla thi sinh cho thdy cac em doc, hiéu, va cé thé binh luan ciing nhw cadm thu
dwoc cai hay cai dep cua bai tho.
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-Tuy nhién nhw d3 néi & trén, nhiéu thi sinh danh qua nhiéu thoi gian cho phadn mé dé hoic
viéc di&n nghia thay vi danh thei gian cho tra 1o cau héi cling nhw viéc phan tich va danh gia
bai tho. Mét sé thi sinh bd qua nhiéu phut cho viéc dién nghia bai tho' va bd qua viéc tré 1&i cau
hdi goi y. Day 1a mét trong nhirng Iy do ma cac em bj diém thap.

-Bai néi clia nhiéu thi sinh tap trung qua nhiéu vé phan dién nghia va qua it vé phan phan tich.
B cuc cha bai néi vi vay khéng dwoc toan dién vi cac yéu td quan trong nhw bbi canh, tinh
hudng, tha phap bi bé quén.

Tiéu chi F: Ngén nglr

-Phan 16n hoc sinh ndi tréi chay, dung giong van phan tich va c6 mét vén t& van hoc phong
pha. Ngén nglr trong cac bai thi thé hién tinh luu loat, chinh x&c. Cau v&n dung cau tric ngiy
phép va di&n dat chac ché y tudng. Nhiéu thi sinh da dat diém cao & tiéu chi nay. Pa phan hoc
sinh dat diém tr kha dén giéi cho tiéu chi nay.

-V& mat ngobn nglr, mot sé sinh vién da noi va dién dat moét cach mach lac ciing nhw st dung
tr nglr van hoc twong ddi chinh xac. Tuy nhién, mét sé thi sinh van con trinh bay mét cach
thiéu trinh tw va rat tuy tién, thiéu sw lién tuc va tinh hop nhét. Mét sé thi sinh ciing khéng thé
hién dworc viéc st dung tir chuyén mén khi trinh bay va phan tich van deé.

Nhirng lwu y can rat kinh nghiém trong twong lai:

-Gi4o vién nén khuyén khich céc thi sinh phat huy kha néng tu duy phan tich cach doc lap khi
phan tich bai tho thay vi dwa vao nhirng cau tra I&i mang tinh cong thire.

-Ngoai ra gi4o vién ciing nén nhéc cac sinh vién khéng nén rap khudéng theo mét I16i phan tich
truyén thdng nao khi phan tich mét bai tho. Thi sinh can trau ddi cho minh cach suy nghi va
nhan dinh doc lap va méi la.

-V& mét ngdn ngtr, da sd sinh vién da néi va dién dat y twdng ctia minh mét cach ré rang va
trdi chay. Tuy nhién, gido vién nén huéng dan va gitp cho cac em lam quen véi cac thuat ngir
van hoc.

-Gido vién ciing nén nhac nhé cac em khi néi chuyén va thao luan vé tho, cac em phai thé hién
sy quan tdm va thich tha that sy vi nhe vay ngwdi nghe méi cdm nhan va cdm thay thuyét
phuc.

-M6t diém cubi cuing nhung rét quan trong dé la tap cho cac em théi quen doc ky cau hél goi ¥
va xac dinh rd rang & giay phut dau tién bd cuc cla minh nhw thé nao ciing nhw minh muén
phan tich cai gi hodc cau hdi cia minh muén dat ra la gi. Rat nhiéu thi sinh néi nhiéu nhung
ngudi cham thi khong hiéu dugc la cac ban Ay dang binh luan vé dé tai hoac van dé gi.
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English Summary

The range and suitability of the work submitted

The selections of the poems are excellent and appropriate to the candidates’ levels. They are
not too difficult or too easy and as a result, the candidates do not have problems with
understanding the selected poems.

Candidate performance against each criterion.
Criterion A (Knowledge and Understanding):

Many candidates show a good understanding of the poems by offering convincing
interpretations with support in their talking. Some candidates show strong skills in analyzing
and interpreting that cover both content and literary techniques.

-Most candidates show appropriate knowledge and understanding of the poems and for this
reason, they can discuss literary devices and features. Weaker candidates tend to paraphrase
the poem line-by-line or offer random interpretations or analyses. On the contrary, better
candidates inform the audience of the outline and structure and clearly identify the question or
what they intend to discuss.

Criterion B (Appreciation of the Writer's choices):

-Candidates tend to forget to discuss the poet’s stylistic features and their effect on the
audience. In addition, candidates should remember to explore how meaning is shaped by
context- how and why a certain structure, style, feature, or technique was chosen. This is one
of the reasons why some candidates do not get high marks on the oral exam. Appreciation of
the poet’s choice was the weakest aspect of many of the responses. Most candidates talk about
the use of vocabulary and sentence structure, but overlook other aspects.

-Many candidates demonstrate an awareness of the significance of the context in which the
poems are composed. There is a lack of evidence that candidates can substantiate and justify
their thoughts with supported arguments and relevant examples. Some candidates do not
demonstrate that they are ready to engage in literary analyses, evaluation, and criticism.

— Many candidates show an ability to analyze the poem’s language, structure, technique, and
style, but they fall short of discussing the effects of poetic devices in depth and making the
connections between style and meaning. As a result, they fail to evaluate the effects the poems
have on the reader.

Criterion C (Organization and presentation of commentary):

-Candidates show a tendency to offer a line-by-line or stanza-by-stanza reading, but not an
analyses. They should use the valuable 10 minutes for critical analyses instead of line-by-line
paraphrasing. This tendency is not productive because instead of trying to understand the
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significance of the poem, the candidates end up offering random comments or uncritical
generalizations.

Criterion D (Knowledge of the work used in the discussion):

-Candidates demonstrate good knowledge of the poems used in the discussion and attempt to
provide a close examination of textual detail. However, many candidates tend to overlook the
need for genuine engagement in the process of critical investigation or analysis of the work by
oral means. There is a sense of detachment in their presentations. Perhaps this has to do with
nervousness and not personal feelings.

Criterion E (Response to the discussion questions):

-Most candidates did not encounter trouble answering, reading, and understanding the poems
as well as the guiding questions. However, there is a lack of structure on the candidates’ part.
They tend to have a chronological or linear approach to the poems or just try to paraphrase the
poems line-by-line. Random interpretation is evident in many of the candidates’ commentaries.

-Many candidates failed to inform the audience of the structure or outline of their discussions
as well as the questions that they intended to answer. This led to textual summarization,
memorized answers, and random interpretations or general characterizations of the poems,
rather than serious literary analysis and evaluation.

Criterion F (Language):

Many candidates have demonstrated an ability to express ideas clearly and fluently in oral
communication, but some candidates show weak communication skills and ineffective choices
of register and style. Many candidates do not have a command of literary terminology and
concepts appropriate to the oral task and failed to express well-organized oral commentaries.

Recommendations for the teaching of future candidates.

-Teachers might want to remind the candidate to try to explore the deep meaning and not just
the surface meaning.

-Teachers might want to help students to understand and appreciate the need for those qualities
of effective speakers and encourage them to improve their speaking skills. Teachers should
provide opportunities for their students to make use of literary vocabulary and have meaning-
focused oral commentary practice.

-Candidates should be encouraged to practice oral presentation and discussion in class on a
weekly basis. They should make use of literary terms and try to use them correctly in the
context. Moreover, they should be trained how to manage their time and explore the writer’s
choices. Candidates should use the allotted time for literary commentary and not to paraphrase
the whole excerpt line-by-line.

-Teachers should consider sharing and discussing assessment criteria and oral expectations
besides written format. Teachers should encourage the candidates to learn to think critically.
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Some candidates tend to provide accepted standard or generalized views of the poet’s work in
general.

Standard level internal assessment

Component grade boundaries

Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Mark range: 0-4 5-8 9-12 13-16  17-19 20-23  24-30

Nhan xét chung vé mat thu tuc:

Phan 1&n céac trwong tuan theo quy dinh chuén cla IB vi du nhu: bang thu cé chét lwong tot;
cac bai thu am dién ra trong phong kin; bai thi ndm trong pham vi thdi gian cho phép; khéng
doc tén thi sinh hay s6 bao danh khi ghi &m; cac trich doan c6 danh sb sau 4 hoic 5 dong. Tuy
nhién, van con mét sb trwong hop trong dé:

e C6tén thi sinh va s6 bao danh ghi trén doan trich.

e Mot s thi sinh n6i qua thei gian quy dinh 1a 8 phut, do dé khéng con thoi gian cho
cau héi phu hoac la thi sinh néi qua 10 phdt.

e Phéng chi¥ cla l&i phé bang tiéng Viét khong doc dwoc trén hé théng RM Assessor.

Nhan xét chung vé cac trich doan Iwa chon:

Sé tac phdm chon cho phan thi néi nam nay phong phu va da dang ca vé mét tho ca 1an van
xudi. Nhirng tac gia chinh la Nguyén Binh; Nguyé&n Du; Nguy&n Duy; Nguyén Ngoc Tw; va Vi
Trong Phung. T4t ca céc trich doan déu trich tir tc phdm nam trong cubn danh sach tac gia
(PLA) va pht hgp véi trinh d6 thi sinh. Phan I&n céc trich doan déu tuan theo cuén hwéng dan
bd mon v&i dd dai tir 20 — 30 dong va dap (ng yéu cau ca vé mat ndi dung 1an nghé thuat. Cac
trich doan déu di kém véi hai cau hdi goi y va gilp hoc sinh phan tich theo ding hwéng. Cac
cau hdi phu cla gido vién dwa ra nhin chung theo ding chudn muc va gén lién véi trich doan
ciing nhw gitp thi sinh khai thac sau cac khia canh chwa dé cap dén trong bai noi. Tuy nhién,
c6 mét s6 cau hdi phu kha don gian ciing nhw tryc tiép qua, khién hoc sinh khong thé thé hién
duwoc suy nght sau sac hay k§ ndng binh luan cao.

Nhan xét cu thé vé tirng tiéu chi cham diém:

Tiéu chi A: Hiéu va cam thy
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Phan I&n thi sinh té ra quen thudc véi nhirng trich doan gép dwoc ciing nhw thé hién kién thirc
va su hiéu biét kha tét vé trich doan. Tuy nhién, chi c6 mot sb thi sinh phan tich sau ciing nhw
trinh bay ngan gon vé vi tri cla trich doan khi binh luan. Mét sé thi sinh yéu hon thién vé viéc
ké lai ndi dung doan van xudi, giai thich y nghia ctia cac cau van hay dich tho thanh van xuéi,
di kém mot sé 1&i giai thich y nghia gwong ép.

Tiéu chi B: Binh vé& nghé thuat

Dwéng nhu tiéu chi nay van 1a tiéu chi thach thire nhat ddi véi phan I6n thi sinh. Dé dat dwoc
diém téi da & tiéu chi nay, thi sinh khéng nhitng can phat hién ra cac thi phap nghé thuat ma
can giai thich tai sao tac gia lai van dung chang trong cac tinh hubng cu thé ciing nhw anh
hwéng ma ching gay ra cho ngudi doc. Pa phan thi sinh dat diém trung binh dén tét & tiéu chi
nay.

Tiéu chi C: B6 cuc va cach trinh bay bai néi

Nhin chung cac bai noéi cta thi sinh di vao phan tich trich doan, tuy nhién, khéng phai bai néi
nao cling dwa ra dwoc mot bd cuc rd rang va tap trung. Phan 1&n thi sinh di theo bd cuc phan
tich truyén théng: phan tich theo tirng dong hoac ting doan, dac biét véi trwdng hop tho ca.
Mét sé thi sinh bat dau bai néi bang viéc trinh bay ré rang bd cuc bai néi va bam sat theo bd
cuc nay. Pay la mot cach tiép can kha hiéu qua. Nhirng bai néi xuét séc 1a nhirng bai trinh bay
dwoc chi dé cla trich doan, va toan bd bai néi xoay quanh cha dé do.

Tiéu chi D: Ngoén nglr

Dwong nhw day 1a tiéu chi dé dang nhat & phan thi néi dbi véi thi sinh. Da phan thi sinh chirng
t6 kha nang trinh bay néi tréi chay cling ngdn ngir van hoc phong phu va chinh xac. Nhiéu hoc
sinh dat diém tr 4 dén 5 & tiéu chi nay. Chi c6 mét vai thi sinh td ra lo Idng va chua lam tét
phan nay. Nhirng thi sinh nay thwéng thiéu vén tir va ling tang trong viéc dién dat y mét cach
chinh xac.

Nhirng lwu y can rat kinh nghiém trong twong lai:

e Trong khi phan I&n cac trwéng tuan theo quy dinh chuén vé thoi gian thi thi van con
mot sé it trworng vi pham quy ché thi. Nhirng trwdng nay nén dé y ky cubén huéng dan
bé mén, trong d6 quy dinh rang méi thi sinh chi dwoc trinh bay bai néi trong vong 8
phat, theo sau |a 2 phat cau hdi phu. Gido vién can lwu y rdng giam khao sé khong
xem xét phan trinh bay cta thi sinh sau thdi gian quy dinh 10 phit.

e V@i nhirng trrdng cé6 hon mét gido vién giam sét viéc thi noi thi nhirng giao vién nay
can c6 mot budi ban bac vé cach hiéu tiéu chi cling nhw chdm chung mét sé bai dé
viéc ap dung tiéu chi véi thi sinh trong cung trwéng dwoc cong bang.

e Gi&o vién nén giup thi sinh hiéu tét cac tiéu chi chdm diém truwéc ngay thi néi dé gitp
thi sinh tap trung vao nhirng phan sé bi danh gia. Thi sinh nén dic biét cha y dén tiéu
chi B (Binh vé& nghé thuat). Thay vi chi liét ké va goi tén cac tha phap nghé thuat,
nhirng bai n6i xuat sac la nhirng bai Ii gidi dwoc cha dich cla tAc gia trong viéc st
dung nhirng thi phap nay, déng thoi ban vé tac dung cla ching 1én ngudi doc.

e Mot sb trich doan c6 thé dai hon 30 dong mét chut dé két thic y cla trich doan
nhwng khéng nén di qua do dai quy dinh nhiéu, tranh viéc thi sinh khéng thé phan
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tich sau trich doan do thiéu thdi gian. Gido vién ciing nén kiém tra trich doan mét
cach k§ cang trwéc ngay thi dé tranh tinh trang trich doan bj sai d&u thanh hay 16i
trinh t& d&n dén viéc thi sinh hiéu nham y nghia hoac binh luan sai.

e T4t ca cac trwedng nén lwu y trong viéc dwa ra mot méi trwdng thi cong béng va theo
dang quy dinh. Khéng moét thi sinh ndo dwoc mang bai viét sén vao phong thi dé doc.
Viéc pham quy nay c6 thé dan dén viéc thi sinh bi diém 0 cho bai thi noi.

English Summary SL 1A

Recommendations for IB procedures, instructions and forms.

Most schools followed the IB procedures successfully namely: good quality recordings;
recordings completed in quiet rooms; recordings stayed within the time limit; no candidate name
or candidate number; texts were numbered after every 4 or 5 lines. However, there were still a
few cases in which: - The school name and candidate number was left on the text form.
Candidates talked for more than the required 8 minutes, leaving no time for subsequent
questions or went over the time limit of 10 minutes.- Comments in Vietnamese were not
readable in RM Assessor.

The range and suitability of the work submitted

This year saw a broad range of prose and poetry texts for the IAs. The main authors were
Nguyen Binh; Nguyen Duy; Nguyen Du; Nguyen Ngoc Tu; and Vu Trong Phung. The extracts
were all from the prescribed list of authors (PLA) and suitable to candidates’ ability. Almost all
of the texts stayed within 20-30 lines as stated in the Subject Guide and were rich in content as
well as literary conventions. Most of the extracts were accompanied with two guiding questions
that helped with directing students to the right approach. The guiding questions set by the
teacher were generally appropriate and specific to the text. The subsequent questions were
mostly focusing on helping candidates develop aspects they had not explored. However, a few
questions were quite obvious or directive, therefore, did not give candidates opportunities to
show their independent or critical thinking skills.

Candidate performance against each criterion.

Criterion A: Knowledge and understanding of the text. Most candidates demonstrated that they
were familiar with the extracts by showing good knowledge and understanding of them but only
some could situate the extract in a larger context and provide excellent interpretation of the text
at a deep level. The weaker students often ended up rephrasing the text in their own words and
provided some superficial analysis. Criterion B: Appreciation of writer's choices. This criterion
still seems to be the most challenging one for a lot of candidates. To be able to gain the
maximum points for this criterion, candidates need to not only identify the literary conventions
but also explain why they were used by the writer and what effects they have on the reader.
Most of the candidates showed adequate to good knowledge on this criterion. Criterion C:
Organization and presentation of the commentaryMost candidates stayed focused on analyzing
the text, however, not all were successful at providing a fully effective plan. The majority of
candidates used the line-by-line approach in their commentaries, particularly in the case of

. International Bacealaureate”

Baccalauréat International
Page 9 Bachillerato Internacional



May 2017 subject reports Group 1, Viethamese A Literature

poetry. Some candidates started their commentary by outlining their structure and followed it
through which seemed to be helpful. The strong candidates also provided a clear thesis for their
speech and used it as a basis for organizing their points. Criterion D: Language This seems to
be the least difficult criterion for most candidates. The majority of candidates scored 4 points
for this criterion by using clear language with a high degree of grammar and appropriate register
and style. A lot of candidates were successful at using literary language and terminology. A few
candidates still used colloquial or informal language.

Recommendations for the teaching of future candidates.

While most schools adhered to the procedural requirements, timing was still an issue for a few
schools. Please note the Subject Guide clearly states that candidates are allowed 8 minutes of
talking without interruption, followed by 2 minutes of subsequent questions. Teachers need to
be aware that moderators will not consider anything said after ten minute in their marking.- If
there are more than one teacher at a school, there should be a standardization meeting before
conducting the recordings to make sure teachers have the same standards in marking or
selecting extracts.- Teachers should help their candidates understand all assessment criteria
before the recording date so candidates are aware of how they are going to be assessed.
Candidates should pay special attention to Criterion B (appreciation of writer's choices). Instead
of just talking about what the literary techniques are and when they are used, better
commentaries explain how and why a writer uses a literary technique and their effect on the
readers. Besides literary techniques, candidates should also discuss the effect of writer's choice
of language, structure and form on the text as a whole and, in turn, the reader.

Some extracts were also over 30 lines and had a few spelling typos. It is okay if a few more
lines are needed to finish the content of the paragraph. However, a lengthy extract will stop
candidates from analyzing in depth. Teachers also need to check the extracts carefully before
using them for the commentaries to avoid misinterpretation or confusion by candidates.

All schools need to make sure candidates are provided with fair examining procedures. No
candidates should be allowed to read from previously prepared notes or the candidates will be
put at the risk of receiving no credit for their A work.

Higher level written assignment

Component grade boundaries

Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Mark range: 0-6 7-9 10-12  13-15 16-18 19-20 21-25
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Standard level written assignment

Component grade boundaries

Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6

Mark range: 0-6 7-9 10-12  13-15 16-18 19-20 21-25

Nhan xét chung vé phan tha tuc:

N&m nay c6 mot sy tién bo Ién vé phan tha tuc. Hau hét cac bai nop déu tuan theo quy dinh
va hwéng dan ma IB dé ra nhu: khong tiét 16 tén hay sé bao danh trén bai viét; bai reflective
statement dirng trwdc bai van; trang bia ghi ré chd dé bai van ciing nhw sé tiv cla toan bd hai
bai viét; cach trinh bay gon gang va sang sta. Chi con rat it trwdng van dién tén thi sinh va sé
b&o danh vao trang bia. Mét vai trwéng khac van chwa s dung cau héi quy dinh ma 1B dwa ra
cho bai reflective statement ma lai ty tao ra cau héi cho riéng minh.

Nhan xét chung vé cac tac pham lya chon:

N&m nay cac trwdng da lwa chon moét sé lwong phong phu cac tac phdm vén hoc thé gidi dé
day cho hoc sinh. Ngoai cac tac gia truyén théng ra thi mét sb tac gia maéi xuét hién nhw tac
phdm cutia Haruki Murakami va Victor Hugo. Phan I&n cac trwéng lwa chon tac phdm & phan 1
phu hop véi trinh d6 cta hoc sinh minh.

Da phén thi sinh dwa ra dé tai tha vi va biét cach tap trung vao chi dé cha bai viét. C6 moét sw
tién bd I&n trong viéc lwa chon chl dé bai viét cho ndm nay. Phan I&n thi sinh biét cach chon
cht d& ma c6 thé khai thac mot cach sau séc trong vong 1500 tir theo quy dinh. Nhirng bai viét
xuét s&c nhét 1a nhirng bai c6 cha dé tap trung vé mét nghé thuat béi hoc sinh cé y thirc ban
ca vé ndi dung 1an nghé thuat trong bai viét. Nam nay ciing c6 mot su tién bd dang ké trong
viéc hoan thanh bai reflective statement. Thi sinh da hiéu dwoc rang dé tra 1&i tét cau héi dwa
ra, thi sinh phai khai thac dwoc sy thay déi vé mat ‘van hoa va nglr canh’ théng qua budi thao
luan. Viéc ghi lai cau héi reflective statement & ngay dau bai viét ciing gidp thi sinh tap trung
vao tra |&i cau hdi. Tuy nhién, moét sé it cac trwéng van tw bia ra cau hdi cho bai viét nay hoac
tom tat lai toan bod dién bién cta budi thao luan. Trong khi d6, mét sb thi sinh van dua ra bai
van thiéu sang stia vé mat bd cuc hodc khong tap trung tra |&i dé tai ma bai van da lwa chon.

Ngoai ra, mdt sé trwéng lwa chon truyén ngan cho phan 1. Nhirng trwéng nay nén lwu y hwéng
dan hoc sinh trong viéc lwa chon dé tai phu hop cho bai viét tranh viéc nhiéu thi sinh lam chung
mot dé tai cho cung mét truyén ngan. V&i nhirng trwéng chon truyén ngén, viéc xem lai dinh
nghia mot tac phdm (a work) nén gébm bao nhiéu truyén ngan ciing nhw nén hwéng dan thi
sinh trong viéc tim ra cac khia canh dé khai thac trong mét sé truyén ngan.

Nhan xét cu thé vé tirng tiéu chi cham diém:

. Internaticnal Baccalaureate
Baccalauréat International
Page 11 (] Bachillerato Internacional



May 2017 subject reports Group 1, Viethamese A Literature

Tiéu chi A: Hoan thanh bai Reflective Statement

N&m nay, cé mdt sw tién bd I&n trong viéc hoan thanh yéu cau cda bai reflective statement.
Phan I&n thi sinh dat 2 diém cho tiéu chi nay bang cach chi ra mét sy thay ddi trong nhan thic
vé ‘vén hoda va ngir canh’. D& dat dwoc diém tdi da, thi sinh can lvu y nhdn manh méi quan hé
gitra budi thao luan véi ban than trong viéc thay déi hay phat trién nhan thirc ctia minh vé hai
yéu tb trén trong viéc hiéu tac pham.

Tiéu chi B: Hiéu va cam thy

Da phan thi sinh dat dwoc diém tlr 4 dén 5 cho tiéu chi nay béng cach trinh bay kién thire ciing
nhw dwa ra nhirng ly luan sau séc trong viéc khai thac dé tai cta bai viét. Mot sb bai viét dat
diém téi da cho tiéu chi nay nho biét cach khai thac cac I¢p nghia &n va dwa ra nhirng y kién
riéng phu hop véi dé tai. Mot sb bai viét yéu thwdng viét theo 16i thuat lai sw kién hodc tém tét
thay vi phan tich.

Tiéu chi C: Binh vé nghé thuat

C6 mot sy tién bo Ién & tiéu chi nay trong nhirng bai viét ndm nay. Phan I&n cac thi sinh thanh
cbng trong viéc chi ra cac bién phap nghé thuat; cAu tric; thé loai cling nhw ngdn ngir lwa chon
cla tac gia déng thoi néu ra tac dung cla ching dbi véi nguwdi doc. Mot sé thi sinh dat diém
xuét sic do viéc tw ban than dé tai bai viét da huwéng thi sinh dén viéc khai thac tiéu chi nay
mot cach tw nhién.

Tiéu chi D: Bb cuc va cach trinh bay bai viét

Phan I&n cac bai viét déu tuan theo quy dinh chuan ctia mot bai vén (mé bai, than bai, két luan)
ciing nhw sé lwong tlr nam trong pham vi cho phép. Pang tiéc van c6 mot vai bai viét bi triy
diém do vwot qua sb tir quy dinh. Nhirng bai van xuét séc 1a nhirng bai cé bb cuc rd rang voi
viéc néu ra dé tai ngay tlr phan mé bai cung nhirng doan van tap trung vao cau hdi ma dé tai
dwa ra. Nhirng bai viét tét cling la nhirng bai dwa ra dwoc nhivng trich dan dién hinh cung lap
luan rd rang dé ching minh cho céc luan diém trong bai. Phan I6n thi sinh dat tr 3 dén 4 cho
tiéu chi nay.

Tiéu chi E: Ngbn nglr
Pa phan hoc sinh dat diém cao & tiéu chi nay do cach st dung tlr tiéng Viét chuan va chinh

xac. Phan I&n thi sinh biét cach st dung nhirng cum tr van hoc ding va dat tir 4 dén 5 & tiéu
chi nay. Mét sé thi sinh nén kiém tra lai bai viét trwdc khi ndp dé tranh 16i danh may sai.

Nhirng lwu y can rat kinh nghiém trong twong lai:

e Gido vién can dwa ra hwéng dan cu thé va rd rang cho thi sinh trong viéc viét bai
reflective statement ciing nhw gilp thi sinh hiéu rd céac tiéu chi danh gia dé ap dung
t6t vao bai viét.
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e Thi sinh nén chd y trong viéc hanh van mét cach cé hiéu qua. Mot sb bai viét thién vé
tom tét hodc twong thuat lai sw kién chinh hon 1a viét theo 16i van phan tich, binh
luan.

e Gi&o vién nén nhac nhé thi sinh ring bai reflective statement khéng phai 1& bai tém
tat lai chuyén gi da xay ra trong budi thdo luan (oral interactive).

e Mot sb dé tai viét qua rong, khdng thé hoan thanh trong sé lwong quy dinh 1500 tur.
Vi vay, thi sinh can lwa chon nhirng dé tai phtl hop va cé thé trinh bay dworc trong
pham vi sé tir dwa ra.

e Thisinh nén cha y nhiéu hon dén tiéu chi C. Day 14 tiéu chi doi héi ngudi viét tap
trung vao céc tha phap nghé thuat, van phong, ngdn ngi hay c4u tric lién quan dén
cha dé bai viét.

e Thisinh can theo dung hwéng dan quy dinh trong viéc trich dan dan ching.

e Nhirng thi sinh Iwa chon dé tai cu thé hodc dwa ra dé tai dwéi dang cau hdi cé xu
hwéng thanh cong hon trong viéc dwa ra nhivng bai viét c6 bd cuc tap trung.

e Gi4o vién nén gidp hoc sinh ctia minh hiéu rd tiéu chi chdm diém dé ap dung vao bai
viét mot cach co hiéu qua.

English Summary HL and SL WA

Recommendations for IB procedures, instructions and forms.

This year saw a great improvement in the procedural work for submitting written assignments.
Almost all work submitted followed the IB procedures and instructions: no candidate name or
number; reflective statement followed by the essay; the cover page stated the essay topic and
word count clearly; presentation was neat and clear. However, there were still a few schools
showing their school name; candidate name and number while a few others did not follow the
reflective statement in the Language A Guide book but created their own.

The range and suitability of the work submitted

There was a pleasing range of texts studied for Part 1. Besides the traditional authors, some
new names were Haruki Murakami and Victor Hugo. Most schools chose Part 1 works that were
appropriate to their student in terms of intellectual challenge.

Most of candidates came up with focused essay topics. It was pleasing to see more schools
understand the process of selecting the topic to write within 1500 words and stayed within the
limit while still being able to answer the essay question deeply. The most successful written
assignments proved to be the ones which had a literary focus that was well-defined and
appropriately treated. This year also saw a great improvement in writing the reflective statement
in which the candidate showed the 'cultural and contextual development' through the interactive
oral. By writing the reflective statement question as a heading of their reflective statement, this
helped candidates focus on answering the question. However, some schools still ended up with
a plot outline or an overview of the work. A few candidates came up with their own question for
the reflective statement or vague essay topics.
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In addition, some schools chose to study short stories for Part 1. These schools should guide
students in choosing various topics to avoid a repetitive topic by a lot of students as well as
looking at the definition of a work for short stories to provide students with enough materials
and resources for their exploration.

Candidate performance against each criterion

Criterion A: Fulfilling the requirements of the reflective statement There was great improvement
in understanding the requirement of this criterion. Most of the candidates earned 2 points easily
by showing some development of their understanding of cultural and contextual elements. To
be able to gain maximum points for this criterion, candidates need to show clearly how the
Interactive Oral has enlarged or developed their understanding of the work.

Criterion B: Knowledge and understanding of the text Most of candidates gained 4-5 points for
this criterion by showing their knowledge and understanding of, and some insight into, the work
used for the assignment. Some candidates showed perceptive insight into the work and were
rewarded with the maximum points. Some weaker essays used narrative or summary style
instead of analysis, therefore, did not achieve maximum points for this criterion.

Criterion C: Appreciation of the writer's choice This year saw a great improvement on this
criterion. Most of the students were successful at both listing down the literary arts; structure;
forms or language chosen by the author as well as exploring their effects on readers. Some
candidates did very well by delving into this criterion at depth thanks to their topic question
which led to the criterion naturally.

Criterion D: Organization and development All candidates offered a basic structure to their
essay (introduction; body; conclusion) and stayed within the word limit. A few candidates lost
points unnecessarily by exceeding the word limit. The best essays had a very clear structure
with the essay topic clearly stated in the introduction, followed by coherent paragraphs
supporting the essay topic. Good essays also provided relevant quotations with explanation to
support their thesis. Most of the candidates scored 3-4 points on this criterion.Criterion E:
Language Candidates did best at this criterion thanks to their smooth and effective language
use. Almost all of them could use literary terms appropriately and scored between 4-5. A few
candidates needed to check their spelling before submission to avoid unnecessary mistakes.

Recommendations for the teaching of future candidates.

e Teachers should give clear guidance and instructions to students about how to write
the reflective statement as well as helping them understand the assessment criteria
of the written assignment.

e Candidates need to pay attention to their writing approach. Some essays focused
more on summary or description writing style rather than on analyzing.

e Candidates should be reminded that the Reflective Statement should not be a
summary of what was said during the Interactive Oral or events that happened in the
story.
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e Some chosen topics were too broad to be treated within the 1500 word limit.
Candidates needed to be thoughtful about choosing appropriate topics that could be
treated within the word limit.

e Candidates should pay more attention to Criterion C about the appreciation of writer's
techniques, style, language or structure which are related to the chosen topic.Rules
for citation should be used consistently.

e Candidates who chose specific topics or phrased their topic in the form of a question
tended to write clearly focused essays.Teachers should encourage their students to
understand the assessment criteria before writing so they can apply these criteria in
their essay effectively.

Higher level paper one

Component grade boundaries

Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Mark range: 0-4 5-8 9-11  12-13 14-15 16-17  18-20

Nhirng khé khan vé méat chwong trinh hodc dé thi déi vai thi sinh:

So v&i ndm ngodi, cac thi sinh nam nay twong déi da quen voi thé tho tw do nén hau hét thi
sinh d& lam tét bai thi khi chon cau héi nay va dat diém sé cao trong ky thi. M6t sé thi sinh gap
khé khan trong viéc ndm bat va hiéu cach s&r dung ngén tlr, cau tho, tam trang va giong diéu
cta bai tho cling nhw chwa phan tich dwoc y chinh. Mac du nhiéu thi sinh da c6 thé hiéu dwoc
muc dich clia tac gia trong viéc ding cac biéu twong trong bai tho' va trong truyén ngan (hanh
dong, sw kién va vat thé), nhwng van con mot sé thi sinh khéng thé phan tich dwoc cac méi
quan hé gitra cac hinh twong dé hidu va ndm bat dwoc théng diép ciing nhw y twédng cla tac
pham. D&c biét, rat it thi sinh thdo luan va dé cap dén mét cdm quan cla céi toi va cadm xuc,
mot cam quan nghé thuat mang dam déu 4n ca nhan thdng qua ngén tlr ctia mdi tac
gia (y nghia méi cua tir, dong tr, danh tir, biéu twong va van van). Mac du nhiéu thi sinh da
hiéu va phan tich viéc siv dung ngon tlr nghé thuat mang dam tinh chét ca nhan ciing nhu tw
twdng va quan diém cla tac gia, rat it thi sinh hiéu va phan tich sau vé tiéng néi nghé thuat
cla tac pham.

Déi v&i truyén ngan, kha nhiéu thi sinh déu hiéu dwoc yéu cau va phan tich cac chi tiét va van
phong dac trung cla tac phdm. Hau hét cac thi sinh da phan tich dwoc nhan vat chinh trong
cau chuyén cling nhw da dwa ra rat nhiéu y twéng hay dé phan tich méi quan hé gitra Diém va
cac nhan vat khac trong trich doan. Theo nhw nhirng gi da dién ra, ching ta thay rd rang la thi
sinh n&m nay van con rat han ché trong viéc s& dung céc thuat ngtr van chwong. Déi véi bai
tho, thi sinh phan tich cau tho nhwng khéng chu y dén chiéu dai ctia méi cau (nhip tho, s chir,
van tho va van van). Thi sinh ciing bd qua cac céu trdc va bién phéap tu tir trong tho nhw phép
l&p, 14y am, gieo van, song song va twong phan.
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Nhirng mat thi sinh lam tét lién quan dén chwong trinh hodc dé thi:

So v&i ndm ngodi, ndm nay thi sinh da lam bai tho tw do tét hon nhiéu. Nhin chung, thi sinh
khong gap nhiéu khé khan véi truyén ngén va bai tho va da phan tich hai tic phAm mét cach
hop ly va dwa ra nhirng I&i binh luan hay. Dwdng nhw 1a hau hét cac thi sinh déu cdm thay tw
tin khi phan tich chuyén ngén hon tho tw do. Céac thi sinh hdu nhw ndm bét dwoc thong diép
clia thc phdm méc du vay moét sé thi sinh da danh qua nhiéu thdi gian dé tom tét tac pham va
do d6 khéng c6 du thdi gian dé phan tich tac pham. Da s thi sinh trinh bay y twdng mét cach
rd rang véi cau tric phu hop; D&c biét thi sinh chu y dén tinh mach lac va tinh phat trién cta
cau chuyén; Ngon ngi trinh bay trong sang, ré rang, chinh xac va dwoc trau chubt can than.

Céc thi sinh dwéng nhw chuén bi rét tét phan truyén ngan. Noi chung, cac bai tiéu luan rét hay,
mach lac vé&i cau tric phu hop. Ngén ngir ré rang va cé hiéu qué nhwng chi yéu 1a mo ta va
di&n giai lai tac phdm. Hau hét thi sinh da thé hién dwoc sw hiéu biét ciia minh vé thé loai tac
phdm va ndm bét dwoc y chinh cla tac phdm ciing khd nang phan tich tac phdm (diém nhin,
nglr canh, giong diéu va thai do cuta tac gia). Mot sb thi sinh khac da xac dinh truyén ngan nhuw
mét bire tranh ctia cudc séng va chi ra méi lién hé gitra Diém va nhan vat khac trong cau truyén
(doan 3).

Nhirng diém manh va diém yéu cda thi sinh trong viéc tra 1&i tirng
cau hoi

Mot sb thi sinh d& bé qua va khéng phan tich bdi cadnh va cac yéu td phong cach. Nhiéu thi
sinh d& phan tich nhwng khéng sau. M6t sé thi sinh lai tap trung tom tat tac phdm hon 1 di sau
phan tich chi tiét tAc pham. Nhiéu thi sinh chi d& cap dén cac yéu té van hoc hoc bién phap
nghé thuat va chi dirng lai & viéc cho vi du ma khéng néu ré va giai thich dwgc nhivrng tac dung
ciing nhw muc dich s dung cla ching dé truyén thdng diép cla tac giad dén ngudi doc. Pa sb
céc thi sinh chon nhitng céch tra I&i chung chung va giéng nhau vé y twéng. CAc thi sinh chon
cau tra 16i c6 xu hwdng an toan do dé ho can phai cé mét cau tra 1o véi 1ap trudng rd rang va
nhin nhan van dé tlr cac goc do hoac quan diém khac nhau.

Déi v&i truyén ngan, nhidu thi sinh cé thé phan tich cac tinh tiét truyén tét bing cach phan tich
céac d&c diém (vi du nhw nhan vat, tam trang, bdi canh, quan diém va vv), tinh hudng, trinh tw
thoi gian cla cac sw kién va cac hiéu (rng ctia ching. Tuy nhién, khéng phai tit ca cac thi sinh
déu da thao luan chi tiét dwoc cac dac diém trén. Dé c6 dwoc diém cao hon, trong truyén ngén,
céc thi sinh c6 thé phan tich sau hon vé hiéu qua cla viéc si dung chon lwa bdi canh xa hdi,
biéu twong, khoéng gian twéng twong va van hoa ciing nhw cac chudn muc trong viéc phat
trién nhan vat. Déi véi bai tho tw do, cac thi sinh c6 thé phan tich ctia mét bai tho tw do tho
bang cach phan tich ngén t& cla bai tho, bdi canh, tinh huéng va diém nhin cla tac gia. Hau
hét cac thi sinh khi phan tich bai tho nay déu cé thé xac dinh ngdn ng cling nhw bién phap
nghé thuat. Cac thi sinh cling da thay dwoc méi lién hé gitra bién phap tu tlr va y twéng, thong
diép, suy nghi va cam xuc cla tac gia. Mot sb thi sinh cling da c6 mét cai nhin sau sic hon vé
bd cuc va két cAu cla bai tho, cling nhw séc thai, cach choi chi¥, phép &n du, biéu twong, va
cac bién phap tu tir khac dé gidi ma cac thong diép mot cach truc tiép hodc gian tiép
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Nhirng lwu y can chuén bj cho viéc day trong twong lai

Gi4o vién nén nhac nhé cac thi sinh tap trung phan tich cac d&c diém van hoc hon 13 tém tét
lai thc phdm va phat biéu mot cach chung chung khai quat. Mot sé thi sinh da danh hon 2/3 bai
luan dé ké lai cau chuyén va su kién. Thay vao dd, cac thi sinh nén tap trung khai thac nhirng
anh hwéng cu thé cla cac bién tu tlr nhw so sanh, &n du, cac yéu tb phong céach, cach ding
tlr, y nghia cta tt, nhip diéu, v.v

Gi4o vién nén khuyén khich cac em cé géng van dung cac cach giai thich hodc cac quan diém
khac nhau. Cac em nén trau ddi kién thirc va thé hién kha nang phan tich doc lap. Gido vién
nén gidi thiéu cho cac em nhiéu loai hinh van hoc khac nhau va gitp cac em lam quen vé&i cac
thuat ngtr van hoc can thiét dé c6 thé doc va phan tich nhiéu thé loai van hoc.

Déi vé&i bai tho tw do, cac thi sinh can phai phan biét ré rang nhirng nét tinh té cta cach phan
tich bai tho va can phan biét rd rang ham y va y nghia ctia né va khong chi dirng lai & viéc dién
giai bai tho'. Thi sinh nén ¢6 gang phan tich méi quan hé gitra cac biéu twong, hinh anh va chat
nhac trong bai tho va phai dién dat dwoc y twéng, 1am rd y nghia, hodc phan tich sau y nghia
ctia cau chir. Thi sinh thwdng bd qua khéng phan tich chat nhac trong tho ca trong nhirng nam
gan day.

English Summary

Paper One — HL1

The areas of the programme and examination which appeared
difficult for the candidates.

Fewer students selected the free verse poem (20%). However, compare to last year, the free
verse poem seemed to be an easier text for students to fully grasp, and most of the candidates
did grasp it in great depth and got high marks for this question. Some candidates had some
difficulty dealing with the language, lines, mood, and tone of this poem and missed some key
ideas. Although many candidates were able to identify the writer’'s use of symbols (actions,
events, and objects) in the poem and the short story, some were unable to offer an analysis of
the relationship of these features to the disclosure of meaning. Very few candidates discussed
the poet’s unconventional use of diction and “new method” of description or expression of
personal intense feelings and experiences (new meaning of words, verbs, nouns, symbolism,
and so forth). Although many candidates demonstrated an appreciation of the author’s use of
words (diction), attitude, and perspective or point of view (gender), very few offered a close
analysis of the poetic voice.
For the Short Story, most of the candidates understood the requirement of identifying and
analyzing the effects of specific stylistic features. Besides discussing the main character in the
story, there is a wealth of ideas to unpack in the relationship between Diem and other members
of her community. As in the past, it is evident that candidates’ use of literary terminology was
also somewhat limited.
For the poem, candidates tended to start from a linear approach but overlooked the length of
each line (breaks in the flow of verse, pace, break, weight and so forth). Students also
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overlooked the poem’s structure and elements such as repetition, rhyme, parallelism, and
contrast.

The areas of the programme and examination in which candidates
appeared well prepared

Compare to last year, candidates were more prepared for the free verse poem. Relatively
speaking, candidates did not have as much difficulty with the short story and the poem and
were able to perform the task of textual analysis appropriately and submit good responses. It
seemed that most of the candidates were more comfortable with the short story than the free
verse poem. There is very good understanding of the passage although some candidates spent
too much time summarizing the text and as a result, did not have enough time to do textual
analysis. Ideas are adequately organized, with a suitable structure; good attention is paid to
coherence and development; language is clear, precise, and carefully chosen.

Candidates seemed well prepared for the task on Short Story. Overall, the essays are
effectively organized, coherent, and with good structure. Language is generally clear and
effective but paraphrasing and descriptive summary are frequent. Most candidates
demonstrated an understanding of this text type and the issues raised and showed a
competence in handling the text. Some are quite competent in identifying features such as point
of view, context, the author’s voice, tone, and attitude. Some identified the short story as a
social commentary and examined the connection between Diem’s existence and the existence
of the other members of her community (paragraph 3).

The strengths and weaknesses of the candidates in the treatment
of individual_questions

Many candidates offered analysis but not in depth. Some candidates tended to focus on
summarizing the text rather than offering detailed and specific analysis of the text. Many
candidates mentioned literary elements and provided examples but stopped short of
elaborating on the use and their effects in the shaping of meaning. Plurality is one thing that is
missing from the essays and the essays reflect the same kind of answers or generic responses.
Candidates tended to play it safe. They need to take a critical stance and see from different
perspectives or points of view.

For the short story, many of the candidates were able to offer a good analysis of the narrative
line by identifying how conventions (i.e., characters, mood, setting, point of view, and etc.)
establish familiarity and continuity, and frames perspective and the chronology of events and
their effects. However, not all of the candidates discussed in greater detail how conventions
establish familiarity and frame of reference. To get a higher mark, in the short story, candidates
could offer a more in-depth discussion of the effects of the use of convention such as setting,
symbols, cultural space, and norms in the development of character

For the free verse poem, candidates could offer an analysis of a free verse poem by examining
the use of language and the point of view. Most of the candidates who picked this text were
able to identify the imagery, figurative language, and even music in the poem. They also made
the connection between literary devices and the disclosure of meaning, thoughts, and feelings.
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Some candidates provided greater insight into the visual arrangement and structure of the
poem, as well as nuances, word plays, metaphors, symbolism, and other poetic devices in order
to decode the messages implicitly or explicitly.

Recommendations and guidance for the teaching of future

Teachers might want to remind candidates to focus on the analysis of literary features instead
of offering a summary and making generalizations. Some candidates spent more than 2/3 of
the paper retelling the story and events. Instead, they should explore the specific effects of
literary features such as simile, metaphors, stylistic elements, diction, word meaning, rhythmical
patterns, etc.

Teachers should encourage their students to attempt to entertain different interpretations or
points of view (plurality). Students should cultivate independent thinking and analysis. Teachers
should introduce students to a variety of text types and familiarize them with the needed literary
terminology so they can have the competency to work with a wide variety of texts.
For the free verse poem, candidates need to clearly discern the subtleties of the approach as
seen in the poem and clearly discern its disclosure of meaning and not just paraphrase the
poem.

Candidate should attempt to offer an analysis of the relation between different symbols,
imagery, and music in the poem and show how they can express ideas, clarify meaning, or
enlarge literal meaning. Music is overlooked most of the time by this year’s candidates.

Standard level paper one

Component grade boundaries

Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Mark range: 0-4 5-9 10-11  12-13  14-15 16-17 18-20

Nhirng lanh virc ndo ctia chwong trinh va caa ki thi cdm thay kho
cho thi sinh

Pa sb thi sinh chon bai tho da khoéng da thoi gian dé binh luan sau séc cac y chinh trong bai
tho. Mot sé thi sinh chi phan tich dwoc mét nira bai tho. Thi sinh phan tich bai tho theo phuong
phép truyén théng, tirng dong va tivng doan, da gdp kho khan trong cach sap xép bé cuc cho
bai binh luan cGa minh. Cac bai binh luan bang céch tra 16i cau hdi hwéng dan theo thir tw
thwong I1&p y va thiéu lién két chat ché.

Van ban Thanh Minh doi hai thi sinh phai phan tich dwoc y t& sau sdc ma tac gia chuyén tai

trong nodi dung van ban. Thi sinh cé sy hiéu biét han ché vé phwong ngir trong céac 16i thoai
cta nhan vat Kién va ngudi me da hiéu sai y cGia nhan vat tlr d6 dan dén viéc binh luan moét
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sb y trong van ban khéng chinh xac. Da sb thi sinh bd qua yéu cau binh luan viéc st dung
ngdn nglr va cac thi phap nghé thuat trong van ban nay do sw han ché trong viéc st dung tir
ng® mang tinh van hoc. M6t sé thi sinh cling gap tré ngai trong van dé ndm bat yéu cau cla
cau héi mét cach roé rang.

Nhirng lanh vire nao cda chwong trinh va cua ki thi ma thi sinh
dwgc chuan bi ki lwdng

Hau hét céac thi sinh c6 sw d& c6 sy chuan bi tét cho ky thi va da lam dung véi yéu cau chinh
ho&c moét phan cda dé bai. Cac thi sinh twong déi thé hién dwoc quan diém va sw cam thu cta
riéng minh trong bai luan qua viéc trinh bay cac y twédng mot cach hiéu qua.

Da phan céc bai luan déu cé bé cuc tét, rd rang va cé tinh lién két. Ngén ngtr trong cac bai luan
thé hién tinh lwu loat, chinh xac va mang tinh van hoc. Cau van dung cau tric nglr phap va
dién dat ch&t ché y twéng. Van phong clia da s cac bai luan déu ph hop véi tirng thé loai.
Nhiéu thi sinh da dat diém cao & céc tiéu chi nay.

Nhirng diém manh va diém yéu cuda thi sinh trong viéc tra 1&i tirng
cau hoi

Diém manh:

Hau hét cac thi sinh c6 sy hiéu biét tot vé ndi dung, y nghia cla hai van ban Nha t6i va Thanh
Minh. Pa sb cac thi sinh d&u ndm virng cach phan tich, binh luan thé loai tho va van xudi. Pa
sb cac thi sinh déu s dung tlr ngi chinh xac va van phong phu hop cho bai luan cta minh.
Phan I&n céc thi sinh chon bai Nha téi da binh luan twong dbi tét vé hiéu qué cla bat phap
nghé thuat st dung trong bai tho v&i nhirtng dan chirng cu thé va chinh xac, ndm vitng cach
phan tich, binh luan thé loai tho Phan I6n cac thi sinh chon bai Thanh Minh da thé hién sw hiéu
biét t&t vé& ndi dung chinh cla van ban va néu binh luan cu thé céac luan diém cta minh trong
bai viét.

DPiém yéu:

Mét sb thi sinh chon van ban Thanh Minh chwa thanh céng trong viéc 1ap bd cuc chat ché cho
bai luan do hiéu cau hdi hwéng dan mot cach may méc, thiéu phan tich ndi dung cau hai kj
lwdng. CAc bai luan nay da phan c6 nhiéu luan diém I&p di I&p lai. Mot sé thi sinh do han ché
vé von tlr ngl dia phwong da hiéu sai mét sb y trong van ban va binh luan khéng chinh xac.
Thi sinh chi tap trung vao ndi dung va ling ting trong phan binh luan bat phap nghé thuat cta
van ban nay va hau nhw chi méi liét ké ra ma chwa phan tich dwoc hiéu (rng cia ching véi
trich dan cu thé.

Mét sé thi sinh chon van ban Nha t6i da qua sa da vao phan tich mét vai but phap nghé thuat
ma quén tap trung binh luan k¥ cac y tho quan trong cla bai tho. M6t sé thi sinh da dién dat
lan man y nghia ctia mét s6 cau tho va ké lai cac cau tho ma khéng phan tich ho&c chi néu
cdm twdng so sai v& mot sé doan tho. Cac y tho binh luan bij 18p lai hodc thiéu tinh lién két.
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DPé nghj va huwéng dan cho viéc day thi sinh trong twong lai

Gi4o vién nén hwdng dan hoc sinh cac cach phan tich tho phu hop véi dd dai ctia bai tho ngén
hay dai. Hoc sinh nén &p dung kiéu phan tich theo kiéu “bd doc”: phan tich theo luan dé, theo
y dbi v&i nhirng bai tho dai dé co thé hoan thanh tron ven bai tho trong khoan thei gian cho
phép. Hoc sinh can thwc hanh phan tich da dang céc thé loai tho nhdm nhan ra va ndm virng
nhirng t&r nglr trong cau tho hodc doan tho c¢é vai trd thé hién ndi dung ciing nhw nghé thuat
cla cau, doan, bai tho va tir d6 phan tich va chi ra cai hay, cai dep cla chdng.

Gi4o vién nén Iwu y hoc sinh tiy theo yéu cau cGa d& ma xac dinh viéc lap dan bai cho bai binh
luan ctia minh. Hoc sinh c6 thé dung cac cau héi hwéng dan trong dé bai nhw mét goi ¥ cho
dan bai cta bai luan chi khéng bat budc hoc sinh chi tra I&i mét cAch may méc vao cau hdi
hwéng dan. Hoc sinh phai thé hién sy hiéu biét va binh luan vé& ca ndi dung 1an nghé thuat
thdng qua viéc dam bao bai luan ctia minh c6 day da céc tiéu chi theo yéu cau.

Giao vién ciing nén khuyén khich hoc sinh phan tich va danh gia tir nhirng goc nhin méi theo
quan diém ca nhan moét cach doc lap, chir khong nén rap khudn theo kiéu tw duy 16i mon.

Gi4o vién nén cho hoc sinh thwc hanh nhiéu vé tiéu chi C vi day la diém yéu thuwong xuyén 13p
lai trong céc ky thi. Hoc sinh can ndm virng cach néu trich dan va phai phan tich dwoc hiéu
(rng bt phap nghé thuat chir khdng chi liét ké ra ma khéng phan tich.

Gi4o vién can lwu y hoc sinh vé chir viét. Khuynh hwéng viét chir ciu tha, sai chinh ta ngay
cang nhiéu trong nhirng ky thi gan day, d&c biét la ky thi ndm nay. Chir viét can ré rang dé néu
dang tlr ngtr ma hoc sinh muén néi dén.

English summary:

The areas of the programme and examination which appeared
difficult for the candidates:

Most candidates did not successfully manage their time to analyse the important ideas in the
poem. The candidates who chose to analyze the poem by using traditional approach of line-by-
line struggled with finishing the essay in time.

Some candidates misinterpreted the interactions between the two characters: Kien and his
mother whose language were dialect. They also had difficulties to choose the appropriate
literary terms to convey their ideas and there was not much in appreciation of the author choice
for the candidates to analyse.

The areas of the programme and examination in which candidates
appeared well prepared:

Overall, all candidates understood the requirements of the essay and were well-prepared for
the exam. They understand the content, message, form and language used of both texts.

. International Baccalaureate
Baccalauréat International
Page 21 Y bachilerato interacional



May 2017 subject reports Group 1, Viethamese A Literature

Most candidates used very clear and precise language with good grammar, sentence
construction as well as understood the theory of literature terminology

Most candidates scored well on criterion A (Knowledge and Understanding) and D (Language).

The strengths and weaknesses of the candidates

The theme were grasped.

Most candidates showed good understanding of the texts. Some strong candidates showed
both deep knowledge and insights of the texts and strong skills in analysing and interpreting
that included both content and literary techniques. Most of candidates could use literary
language with high degree of accuracy when answering the questions.

The candidates who chose to use guiding questions to plan their essay structure seemed to be
more successful than students who only focused on answering the questions.

Some candidates ignored the important ideas in the poems. They merely identified of literary
features instead of giving demonstration of how they worked.

The analysis and appreciation of the writers’ choices was the relatively weak aspect of some
responses. Most candidates commented more on the use of vocabulary and sentence structure
but neglected other literary techniques and style.

Some candidates tended to narrate the extract or poem and added a few comments to it instead
of analyzing. Some candidates stopped at summarizing the main body for their conclusion. It
will be more effective if they knows how to overview and open a new look at the content.

Recommendations for the teaching of future candidates:

It is recommended that teachers give more practice in analyzing various poems. With long
poems, students should approach them thematically. This way, students can focus on the main
themes as well as finishing the essay in time.

It is recommended that teachers give more practice in writing commentaries on a variety of
themes so that candidates gain experience and wider social knowledge.

Teachers should help student understand the assessment criteria in preparation for their exam.
Students need to treat all four criteria equally in their essay.

Students should keep in mind that they always support the points by referencing to the text,
citing the line numbers when quoting.

It is very helpful for students to study and understand the literary terms and know how to use
them in the context to avoid the clumsy or inaccurate expressions in their essay.
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Further comments

Students' handwriting seems to be a problem. There were many scripts which were difficult to
decipher. Some students made constant spelling or tone mistakes.

Higher level paper two

Component grade boundaries

Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Mark range: 0-5 6-10  11-13 14-16 17-19 20-21  22-25

Nhirng khé khan vé méat chwong trinh hodc dé thi déi véi thi sinh:

Hiéu dwoc cau hdi la mot trong nhirng tiéu chi dé viét mot bai luan hay. RS rang 1a mot sé thi
sinh d& khong hiéu ré cau héi. Cling gidng nhw trong vai nam gan day, hau hét cac thi sinh da
chon cau héi vé truyén ngan va tiéu thuyét. Cac em cé khuynh huwéng khéng chon tho ca, phi
tiéu thuyét va kich. Cau héi s 1 vé dao dirc (Tidu Thuyét) dwéng nhw 1a cau hdi gay go cho
cac em. Nhirng thi sinh da chon cau héi nay hau hét déu khong hiéu dwoc cau hdi va ky vong
clia ngudi ra dé. Cac thi sinh nay ciing thay khé khan trong viéc xac dinh cac cum tir khoa.

H&u hét cAc thi sinh da chon cau hdi vé "nhan vat phu" (cau sé 3) cé thé thdo luan rat hay va
hép dan (tiéu thuyét). Nhiéu thi sinh da chon cau hdi s 5 vé vai tro cta dbi thoai va nhirng &nh
hwéng cia né (Truyén Ngén). Déi véi cau hdi vé cac nhan vat phuy, thi sinh nén thdo luan sau
hon vé anh hwéng clia viéc st dung cac dac diém nhw béi canh, biéu twong, khong gian van
hod, va cac chuan muc quy wéc trong viéc phat trién nhan vat.

Chung ta c6 thé nhan thdy mét van dé rd rang 1a c6 kha nhiéu thi sinh cé khuynh huwéng chon
cling mét tac phdm va cuing thé loai, cu thé la truyén ngén cia Nam Cao. Bé nghi gido vién st
dung nhiéu loai hinh van hoc va van ban khac nhau khi chuan bi cho bai thi Paper 2 dé gitp
céc thi sinh phat trién k§ nang tw duy doc lap va kham pha ra nhivng y twéng méi la.

Nhirng mat thi sinh lam tét lién quan dén chwong trinh hodc dé thi:

- Céc thi sinh c6 sw chuan bj tbt cho nhirng cau hdi vé truyén ngén, va lwa chon nay duwéng
nhw rat hiéu qua déi véi cac em méac du né ciing diém yéu can xem xét. Cac em dwéng nhw
tiép tuc thwe hién chién lvoc twong tw bang cach hoc thudc Idng cac diém chinh mét tac phdm
cu thé (truyén ngén Chi Phéo) tir ciing mét thé loai (trong trwdng hop nay la truyén ngan) va
stra di cau tra |oi cho phu hop véi cau héi. CAc thi sinh c6 tri nhé tét nén khéng gép kho khan
trong viéc nhac lai t&n nhan vat, trich dan, sw kién, hodc chi tiét cu thé ctia tac pham. Thi sinh
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da biét rd nhirng bai van nay va st dung ching mét cach hiéu qua trong bai tiéu luan cGa minh.
Tuy nhién, bai luan sé bi rap khuén va y twéng dé& bj nham chan.

-HAau hét céc thi sinh gap phai van dé khi tra 1&i cau hdi. Nhiéu thi sinh da that bai trong viéc
xac dinh cau héi hodc chi tra 16i van tét vé van dé hay cac ky vong. Piéu nay dan dén viéc tém
tat thc pham, tra 16i theo khudn mau, hodc néu tinh khai quat chung ctia tAc phadm thay vi tap
trung phan tich tac phdm mét cach sau sac. Khuynh hwéng nay khdng nhirng gi¢i han kha
nang thi sinh trong viéc trd 16i cau hdi mot cach thich hop ma con c6 anh hwéng dén anh
hwéng dén hiéu xuét niva.

-Nhin chung céc thi sinh déu cho thay ho c6 kién thirc va hiéu biét nhat dinh vé tac pham va
nhd dd, cac thi sinh da co thé thao luan sau hon vé béi cdnh, nhan vat va cha dé. Tuy nhién,
nhirng thi sinh y&u hon chi c6 thé so séanh cac tdc phdm véi nhau con céc thi sinh gidi hon thi
da xac dinh rd cau hdi (vai trd cta cac nhan vat phu trong tiéu thuyét) va dwa ra ca so sanh va
doi chiéu.

Nhirng diém manh va diém yéu cda thi sinh trong viéc tra 1&i tirng
cau hoi

Hau hét céac thi sinh chon cau hdi lién quan dén truyén ngén va it chon cau hdi vé tiéu thuyét.
Céc bai luan hay thwdng tap trung phéan tich sy twong quan gitva cac nhan vat va khdng gian
twdng twong (Cau sd 6). Nhiéu thi sinh da chon truyén ngan ctia Nam Cao (“Chi Phéo") lam
tac phdm chinh va so sanh tac phadm nay véi mét tac phadm khac. Tuy nhién, rét it thi sinh da
phan tich dwoc béng cach ddi chiéu céc tac phdm, va day la diém yéu cla bai tiéu luan. Nhirng
thi sinh yéu hon chi c6 thé dwa ra mot sé so sanh gitra hai tac phadm con céc thi sinh giéi hon
thi d& xac dinh dwoc rd cau hdi va hiéu qua cha né va déng thdi so sanh va dbi chiéu gitra hai
tac pham.

Nhw da néi trén, cac thi sinh dwdng nhw da chuan bj tét cho phan truyén ngan. Rét it thi sinh
chon cau hdi vé tho. Nhin chung, cac bai tiéu luan mach lac, rd rang va cé cau tric tét. Ngén
ng® rd rang va cé hiéu qua nhwng tap trung qua nhiéu vao miéu ta va dién giai lai tac pham.
H&u hét cac thi sinh da thé hién sy hiéu biét cia minh vé thé loai van hoc nay va céac tw twéng
clia tac pham ciing nhw cho thay kha nang phan tich thé loai van ban nay. Thi sinh cé kha néng
trong viéc xac dinh cac d&c diém nhw quan diém, ngl canh, giong diéu va thai do cla tac gia.

CAc thi sinh can thao luan sau hon phong cach nghé thuat riéng cta tac gia va anh hwéng cta
chang dbi véi doc gia ngay ca khi ching khéng dwoc néu rd trong cau hdi. Ngoai ra, cac thi

sinh can nhé kham pha y nghia ctia né dwa theo bdi canh cu thé, tim hiéu cach thire cling nhw
ly do tai sao thé loai, cAu trdc hodc bién phap nay dwoc tac gia wu ai chon.

Nhirng Iwu y cin chuan bj cho viéc day trong twong lai

Kha nhiéu thi sinh quén cau hdi hodc néi rd cac em dinh viét gi trong bai luan. D6i khi, c6 mét
sé thi sinh da di lac dé& hodc khong tra I&i mot cau héi nao ca. Day 1a mét trong nhivng van dé
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I&n nhat va Ia ly do chinh khién thi sinh bj diém thap. Mt vai em lai ghi sai cau hdi. Cé em lai
ding mét tac phdm nwéc ngoai dé so sanh va tra 1&i cau hdi.

M6t sd thi sinh da gap kho khan trong viéc hiéu cac yéu ciu cta cac cau hdi. Béi véi nhiéu thi
sinh, cac em chi hiéu mot phan ctia cau héi. Mt sb thi sinh chi quan tam hoac thdo luan moét
khia canh cua cau hai.

Nhiéu bai tiéu luan rap khuén vi c6 cling phong cach, mé bai, ngdn ngi, cAu tric, va cach dién
gidi. CAc thi sinh nén cb gang néu ra nhirng quan diém méi va nhirng céch giai thich méi, va
dwa ra mot cau tra |&i truc tiép cho cau hdi ma khéng phai dwa vao “bai ti” hoc thudc long hodc
tra 1i theo kiéu rap khudn, cong thic.

Gi4o vién nén nhac nhé thi sinh vé sai ldm khi chon tac phadm tr mot thé loai khac (tiéu thuyét)
cho mét cau hdi vé mot thé loai khac (truyén ngan).

Céac em nén hoc cach suy nghi nghiém tuc va cé gang nhin van dé tir diém nhin mai. Khi phan
tich mot tadc phadm néi tiéng phd bién thi cAc em can phai dwa ra nhiéu cach Iy giai khac nhau.

CAc thi sinh can phai xac dinh cau héi 1a gi va nhirng suy luan can thiét. Rat it thi sinh tw duy
cb gang hiéu ré cau hai trwde khi trd I&i cau hdi. CAc thi sinh nén nhé réng "nhirng ham y cta
mot cau hdi phai dwoc kham phéa va phan tich mét cach sau sac”, va khéng nén phan tich mét
cach chung chung.

CAc thi sinh can thao luan vé viéc str dung cac bién phap nghé thuat va anh hwéng cta ching
mac du ching khéng dwoc néu rd trong cau hdi. Ngoai ra, cac thi sinh cn nhé phan tich nghia
cda tirng nglr cdnh ddng thoi can nhé kham phéa y nghia ctia né dwa theo béi canh cu thé, tim
hiéu cach thtre cling nhw Iy do tai sao thé loai, cAu tric hodc bién phap tu tir nay dwoc tac gia
wu ai chon.

Giéo vién nén gidi thiéu cho cac em nhiéu thé loai van hoc va cac tac phdm khac nhau va trang
bi cho cac em nhirng thuat ngtr va kién thirc vé& bdn thé loai chir khéng chi 1a truyén ngan hay
tiéu thuyét.

English Summary

Paper Two — HL2The areas of the programme and examination which appeared difficult for the
candidates. Understanding the question is one of the criteria for writing a good essay. It was
evident that a number of the candidates did not clearly understand the question. Like in the past
few years, most of the candidates selected questions from the Short Story and Novels. They
tended to shy away from Poetry, Non-Fiction, and Plays. Candidates who picked this question
often failed to understand the question and the expectations. Candidates also had a difficult
time identifying what constitutes “knowledge and understanding of morality”.

Most of the candidates who picked the question on “minority characters” were able to offer a

rich and engaging discussion of the question (Novel). Many candidates picked the question on
the role of dialogue and its effects (Short Story). For the question on the minority characters,
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candidates should offer a more in-depth discussion of the effects of the use of conventions such
as setting, symbols, cultural space, and norms in the development of character.

The areas of the programme and examination in which candidates
appeared well prepared

Candidates seemed to be well prepared for the questions on the short story, and this strategy
seemed to work very well for them although it posed a very serious issue. It seemed that they
continued to implement the same strategy by memorizing a few texts (short story Chi Pheo)
from a genre (in this case short story) and modifying their answers accordingly to fit the
questions. Candidates had a very good memory of the chosen texts so they had no difficulty in
recalling the names of characters, useful quotations, events, facts, or specific details of the
texts. They knew the texts well and used them effectively in their essays.

Most candidates encountered no trouble answering the questions and comfortably writing about
them (Short Story Questions). However, many candidates failed to define the question or state
clearly what was at issue or the expectations. This led to textual summarization, memorized
answers, or general characterizations of plot and character rather than serious literary analysis.

Candidates overall show appropriate knowledge and understanding of the texts and for this
reason, candidates were able to discuss complexities of plot, character, setting, and theme.
Weaker candidates were, however, able to offer some good comparison between the texts.
Better candidates identified clearly the question (the role of minority characters in novels) and
offered both comparisons and contrasts.

The strengths and weaknesses of the candidates in the treatment of individual questions
Most candidates chose questions from Short Story section and a few chose questions from
Novel. Better essays offered analysis of the characters

Many candidates chose the short story of Nam Cao (“Chi Pheo”) as the primary text and made
comparison with another text (sometimes a random or a superficial selection). However, very
few candidates provided an analysis by contrasting texts, which led to weaker essays. Weaker
candidates were able to offer some good comparisons between the two texts. Better candidates
clearly identified the question about the role of dialogue and its effect and offered both
comparisons and contrasts.

Formulaic or generic answers: there are signs that candidates more or less attempted to make
the writing fit the question. Candidates tended to pick the same question, same texts, and
offered similar interpretations with superficial analysis.

As pointed out, candidates seemed well prepared for the task on Short Story. Very few selected
questions from poetry. Overall, the essays are effectively organized, coherent, and with good
structure. Language is generally clear and effective but paraphrasing and descriptive summary
are frequent. Most candidates demonstrated an understanding of this text type and the issues
and showed a competence in handling this type of text. They are quite competent in identifying
features such as point of view, context, the author’s voice, tone, and attitude.
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andidates need to discuss the author’s use of stylistic features and the effect of them on the
audience even though they were not explicitly stated in the question. In addition, candidates
should remember to explore how meaning is shaped by context, how and why a certain genre,
structure, or technique was chosen.

Recommendations and guidance for the teaching of future
candidates

-Quite a few candidates forgot to restate the question and what they intend to do in the essay.
At times, it seemed that they did not answer a question at all. This is one of the biggest issues
and the main reason for getting a low mark.

Some candidates had difficulty understanding the demands of the questions. For many
candidates, there was only a partial understanding of a question. Some candidates only paid
attention or discussed only one aspect of the question.

Many of the essays are similar in style, introduction, language, structure, and interpretation.
Candidates should try to offer fresh perspectives and new interpretations, and to construct a
direct response to the question without relying on memorization or on formulaic answers.

-Teachers should remind students of the mistake of selecting a text from another genre (novel)
for a question on a different text type (short story).Students should learn to think critically and
try to see from new perspectives. If they work with a popular text, they need entertain different
interpretations.

Candidates need to define or identify what the question means or entails. Very few candidates
attempted to discuss or identify the questions. Candidates should remember that the
“implications of the questions must be explored in depth,” and not in a superficial or general
way.

-Candidates need to discuss the author’s use of stylistic features and the effect of them on her
audience even though they were not explicitly stated in the question. In addition, candidates
should remember to explore how meaning is shaped by context, and how and why a certain
genre, structure, or technique was chosen.

Teachers should introduce students to a wide variety of genres and text types and equip them
with the terminology and knowledge of the four texts, not just the short story or novel.

Standard level paper two

Component grade boundaries

Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6
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Mark range: 0-5 6-10 11-12  13-15 16-18 19-21  22-25

Nhirng khé khan vé méat chwong trinh hodc dé thi déi véi thi sinh:

Phan I&n thi sinh lwa chon cau héi vé thé loai truyén ngén cho bai viét ctia minh. Nhin chung,
thi sinh thé hién kién thirc vé néi dung tac pham kha tét cho bai viét Paper 2. Tuy nhién, ciing
rat nhiéu thi sinh cdm thay cau hai qua thach thirc trong viéc yéu cau nhivng kién thirc va trich
dan chinh xac va ti mi, do vay, mot sb bai van khéng thanh cong trong viéc tré I&i cau héi mot
cach sau sc va ky cang.

Do viéc thiéu kién thirc chi tiét vé tac pham, mot sb thi sinh 1ang phi thdi gian trong viéc dua ra
nhirng nhan dinh va cau trd 1&i chung chung hodc thiéu lién quan dén cau hoi. Mot sé khac
ho&c la chi trd 1&i dwoc cau hdi mét phan nao dé hodc dwa ra nhirng ly luan thiéu sirc thuyét
phuc do khéng ndm dwoc chi tiét tac pham.

V& mét thé loai van hoc, mot sb trwdng lwa chon hoc tiéu thuyét va truyén ngén cho hoc phan
3 (Thé loai van hoc), dan dén viéc thi sinh lung tang trong viéc tim cau hdi cho bai van. Ngoai
ra, mot sé thi sinh Iwa chon nhadm cau hai tiéu thuyét cho phan truyén ngan minh da hoc. Twong
tw, mot vai thi sinh bj trir diém & tiéu chi A (Kién thirc vé mat tac phém) do Iwa chon hai truyén
ngén ctia cing mot tac gia dé tra 1&i cau hai.

M6t sb thi sinh van cdm thay thach thirc véi doi hdi cua tiéu chi B va C véi phan so sanh va
binh vé thé loai van hoc lwa chon. Nhirng bai viét nay thuweng khong dé cap dén thé loai hosc
nghé thuat trong bai viét. Ngoai ra yéu t6 so sanh gira hai tdc phdm ciing rat mé& nhat hoac
hau nhw khéng cé.

Nhirng mat thi sinh lam tét lién quan dén chwong trinh hodc dé thi:

Nhin chung, da phan thi sinh ndm dwoc chwong trinh hoc va chuén bj tam ly tét cho ky thi. Cac
bai van dwoc viét theo phom méau chuén. Phan I&n thi sinh ndm dwoc yéu cau cla cau hdi dé
bai dwa ra va cb gang tap trung tra I&i cau héi. Van phong lam dung theo thé loai yéu cau.

Ngoai ra ngdn ngir van hoc dwoc st dung cho céc bai viét kha rd rang va cé chon loc véi viéc
str dung ngl¥ phap chinh xac cung van phong theo dung thé loai. Biém trung binh cho tiéu chi
nay dat tir ‘kha’ dén ‘gidi’. Ndm nay ciling c6 mot s tién bd 16n & tiéu chi B véi yéu ciu so séanh
tac phdm mac du thi sinh van can nhiéu nd lwc hon dé lam tét & tiéu chi nay.

Nhirng thi sinh chon cau hdi vé tho ca thé hién tri nhé rat tét trong viéc trich dan tho vao bai
viét.

Nhirng diém manh va diém yéu cuda thi sinh trong viéc tra 1&i tirng
cau hoi
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Nhin chung, céc thi sinh y thirc dwoc yéu cau cta bai viét nay. Yéu té ‘so sanh’ da duoc thi
sinh d& y va dé cap dén mot cach kha cu thé trong nhidu bai viét. Mot sé thi sinh thanh cong
trong viéc dung yéu tb so sanh lam bd cuc dé tré I&i cau héi mét cach co hiéu qua.

Phan I&n thi sinh lwa chon cau hdi cho phan truyén ngén, tuy nhién, ca ba cau hdi nay déu yéu
cau thi sinh ndm dwoc kién thirc mot cach chi tiét vé tac phdm, do vay kha nhiéu thi sinh gap
khé khan trong viéc dwa ra vi du cu thé Mét sé thi sinh chi c6 thé dwa ra mét vai y kién mo
nhat ho&c dan chirng chung chung trong viéc tra 1&i cau hai.

Cu thé 1a cau hdi sb 4 yéu cau thi sinh so sanh nhirng thi phap nghé thuat dwoc st dung trong
viéc trinh bay yéu t6 vé tudi tho trong it nhat hai tac phdm. Nhiéu thi sinh gap khé khan trong
viéc s dung hai tac pham ma yéu té tudi tho hiém khi dwoc dé cap. Bai vay, bai viét cia
nhirng thi sinh nay phan nhiéu la gwong ép hoac thiéu rd rang trong viéc tra 1&i cau hdi. Cac
thi sinh nén lwa chon mét cach can than cau hdi nao thich hep véi nhivng tac phdm minh da
doc. Cac em can dwoc nhac nhé rang viéc chi doc mét truyén ngan cho méi tac gia théi la viéc
khong thé ch&p nhan dwoc nhw d néi rd rang trong phan “Dinh nghia vé tac phdm” trong danh
sach tac gia PLA).

Cau hdi sb 6 yéu cau thi sinh so sanh méi quan hé gitra nhan vat véi khdéng gian twéng twong
xung quanh. Mét sé thi sinh lwa chon viéc bé di tir ‘twéng twong’ trong viéc tra &i cau hoi. Thay
vao do, thi sinh tap trung phan tich nhan vat véi nhivng khéng gian chinh xung quanh. Phan
I&n thi sinh khéng thé dwa ra bai viét sau sic trong viéc khai thac cau hai do thiéu kién thire vé
tac pham.

H&u hét nhirng thi sinh lwa chon cau hdi vé tiéu thuyét hoac tho ca viét dwoc nhivng bai van
c6 chat lwong cao. Hau nhw khoéng cé bai viét nao lwa chon cau hdi vé kich hodc thé loai tap
van.

Nhin chung, mét sb thi sinh lam rat tét trong viéc so sanh va déi chiéu cac tac pham lwa chon
theo yéu cau cla cau héi. Tuy nhién, mdt s bai van duwdng nhw quén mét yéu cau nay hodc
la khdng c6 sw so sanh hodc so sanh rat so sai. Twong tw nhw vay, mot sé thi sinh ciing khong
chi y nhiéu d@én tiéu chi nghé thuat (tiéu chi C). Nhi*ng bai van thanh cong la nhirng bai dung
nghé thuat trong viéc tao dwng cAu tric cla bai viét, trong khi d6, mot sé bai van yéu chi dirng
lai & viéc néu ra bién phap nghé thuat hodc dé cap dén thé loai ma chwa phan tich dwoc tac
dung ctia ching trong viéc tra I&i cau héi. Viéc phan tich dé hiéu cau héi cling nhw dwa ra mot
dan y chi tiét trwéc khi vao bai viét ciing quyét dinh sw thanh bai ctia méi bai van.

Nhirng lwu y can rat kinh nghiém trong twong lai

Thi sinh can c6é kién thirc rong vé truyén ngén néu nhw day Ia thé loai lwa chon cho phan 3
trong chwong trinh. Thay vi chi hoc hai tac pham truyén ngén tir hai tac gia, gido vién nén xem
lai dinh nghia vé tac phdm cho phan truyén ngén. Viéc hoc theo dung sb lwong quy dinh sé
gitp hoc sinh chudn bj tét trong viéc x& ly nhirng cau hdi vé truyén ngédn moét cach hiéu qua
hon.

Gi4o vién lwu y trong viéc nhac nhé hoc sinh lwa chon cau hdi theo dung thé loai ma minh da
hoc, tranh viéc bij trir diém mot cach dang tiéc & tiéu chi A.
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Thi sinh nén lap dan y cho cau hdi trwéc khi dét but viét chinh thire. Viéc 1ap dan y sé gidp bai
viét c6 bao gdm tat ca tiéu chi danh gia vao trong phan bd cuc. Thi sinh ciing can hoc va hiéu
cac cum t van hoc sao cho 4p dung mét cach chinh xac trong bai viét.

Viéc dung hai truyén ngén tr mot tac gia dé tra 161 cho cau hdi vé truyén ngén chwa dap tng
day da yéu cau clGa dé bai. Thi sinh lwu y s dung it nhat hai tAc phadm ti hai tAc gid khac
nhau.

Thi sinh ciing nén Iwu y trong viéc luyén chir viét. R4t nhiéu bai c6 chir viét kho doc, dan dén
viéc gidm khao mét nhiéu thoi gian dé suy doan.

Mot lan niva, thi sinh nén lwu y véi tiéu chi vé nghé thuat (chdng han nhw céc bién phap nghé
thuat, thé loai van hoc, ngdn ngt¥, b cuc) trong viéc phat trién luan diém dé tra I&i cau héi ma
dé van dua ra.

- Cudi cuing, gido vién nén tiép tuc giup d& thi sinh trong viéc tap luyén nhirng ky nang viét
ciing nhw so sanh trong suét hai nam hoc dé& chuan bi tét cho bai viét sb hai nay.

English Summary Paper 2 - SL

The areas of the programme and examination which appeared
difficult for the candidates.

Most of the students chose the short story genre for their essay question. In general, students
showed good knowledge of the content of the works used for Paper 2. However, a lot of
students found the questions challenging due to the requirement for detailed knowledge and
quotations, therefore, their essays could not show an in-depth answer in response to the
question chosen.
- Due to a lack of detailed knowledge of the works, a number of students wasted time in making
vague or irrelevant points. Some students could address the question partly or mention all the
parts at a shallow level.
- Regarding the treatment of genre, a few schools chose to study novels and short stories for
Part 3 (Literary Genres), therefore, students were confused in choosing essay question. A few
students chose short stories but answered the novel questions. Similarly, a few students got
penalties in Criteria A (Knowledge and Understanding) because of choosing two short stories
by the same author in response to the question.
- A few students still found Criteria B and C challenging in terms of comparing two works or
appreciating the literary conventions of the genre. These scripts showed a lack of appreciation
of the literary conventions of the genre related to the question. The comparison of two different
works was generally missing or superficial.

The areas of the programme and examination in which candidates
appeared well prepared.
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In general, the majority of candidates were prepared for the examination and well aware of the
essay organization. Almost all of the essays were written in a valid and clear format. Most of
the candidates were aware of the requirements for each essay question and tried to provide a
clear answer to that guestion.
In addition, the language used for Paper 2 essays was clear and carefully chosen, with a good
degree of accuracy in grammar, literary terms as well as appropriate register and style. Most of
the candidates scored between good to excellent on this criterion. This year also saw more
students paying attention to Criterion B that requires comparison though extra effort is still
needed to make this element more natural.

The candidates who chose the poetry questions generally quoted widely from the poems in
their essay.

The strengths and weaknesses of the candidates in the treatment
of individual questions.

In general, most of the candidates were aware of the requirements of a paper 2 essay. The
‘comparison’ element was attempted and mentioned more clearly in most of the essays. Some
candidates made explicit comparisons between the two works that addressed the question in
an effective way.

Most of the candidates chose short story questions, however, all these three questions asked
for detailed knowledge of the works, therefore, some students struggled with citing. Some
candidates provided only vague points to prove for their thesis or argument.

In particular, question 4 required candidates to compare and contrast the techniques used to
present childhood in at least two of the works. A lot of candidates who chose this question
struggled with two short stories that hardly touched on the childhood topic. Therefore, their
essays were somewhat forced and awkward in response to the question.

Question 6 required students to compare the characters in the relation to their imaginative
space. Some students chose to ignore the 'imaginative’ word in dealing with the question but
analyzed the relationship between characters and their surrounding spaces. Most candidates
were unable to produce an in-depth exploration of the topic due to limited resources.

Students who chose novel or poetry questions seemed to have provided good quality essays.
There were hardly any essays choosing drama or prose-other-than-fiction questions.

In general, some students did really well in comparing and contrasting the works in relation to
the demand of the question. However, some essays did not respond to this requirement or tried
to force a false comparison. Similarly, students also paid little attention to Criterion C
(Appreciation of the literary conventions of the genre). Some students were successful at using
this criterion in forming their essay, however, some only identified the literary devices or style
without being able to connect their effects in response to the question. Analyzing the essay
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question and coming up with detailed planning before writing is also recommended to improve
the effectiveness in the treatment of the essay question.

Recommendations for the teaching of future candidates.

- Students should have broad knowledge about short stories if this is the chosen genre for Part
3 works. Instead of studying only two short stories from two authors, teachers should refer back
to the definition of a 'work’ for short story genre, therefore, students will be prepared in dealing
with different short story essay questions.

Teachers need to remind students again about choosing the correct genre questions to avoid
unnecessary penalty in Criterion A.

Candidates need to have a plan before writing so that they are aware of all criteria required in
their essay. They should make every attempt to use the literary terms correctly in the context.

Using two short stories from the same author in answering the essay question does not meet
the requirement of using at least two works in answering the essay question.

Students should pay attention to handwriting. Some essays were very difficult to decipher.

Again, candidates need to focus more on the writer's choices (such as literary devices, genre,
language choice) in developing ideas to respond to the essay question.

Teachers should continue to help students practice the writing as well as general comparative
skills to be successful in paper 2 essay.
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